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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Richard J Jackson MD MPH – Richard J. Jackson is a Fielding School of Public Health at UCLA.

A pediatrician, he has served in many leadership positions in both environmental health and infectious
disease with the California Health Department, including the highest as the State Health Officer. For nine
years, he was Director of the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health and received the Presidential
Distinguished Service award. In 2011, he was elected to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy
of Sciences. He has received the Breast Cancer Fund’s Hero Award, as well as Lifetime Achievement Awards
from the Public Health Law Association, and from the New Partners for Smart Growth. In 2012 he received
the John Heinz Award for national Leadership in the Environment.
Dick Jackson lectures and speaks on many issues, particularly those related to built environment and health.
He co-authored two Island Press Books: Urban Sprawl and Public Health in 2004 and Making Healthy Places
in 2011. He is host of a 2012 public television series Designing Healthy Communities which links to the J
Wiley & Sons book by the same name.
He is an elected honorary member of the American Society of Landscape Architects as well as the American
Institute of Architects. In March 2015 he will receive national recognition for his service to the field of
architecture, the Henry Hope Reed Award.

Jon A. Carnegie AICP/PP – Jon Carnegie is Executive Director of the Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center at Rutgers,

The State University of New Jersey and an adjunct member of the faculty at the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning
and Public Policy at Rutgers. John serves as the principal investigator for a variety of research and planning projects
involving a range of land use, transportation and environmental policy topics. His expertise includes: transportation, land
use and environmental planning and policy; community development; public engagement; vulnerability/risk assessment;
emergency management and evacuation; community impact analysis; sustainability; environmental justice; and equity
issues related to traditionally underserved populations.
John is the Project Director for Together North Jersey, a HUD-funded Sustainable Communities Regional Planning initiative
led by the Bloustein School at Rutgers University. This three-year project includes extensive public outreach and community
engagement and will result in the development of a long-range Regional Plan for Sustainable Development for 13 north
New Jersey counties. In addition to outreach, the planning process also includes scenario planning and a fair housing
and equity assessment that is examining how historic, current and future policies and public infrastructure investment
decisions have or may impact traditionally underserved populations in the region.
John holds a B.A. and a Master of City and Regional Planning degree from Rutgers University.

Jimmy Dills – Jimmy Dills is a research associate II at the Georgia Health Policy Center. At the GHPC, Jimmy works to
improve public health by advancing a health in all policies perspective of decision making. He also serves on the Steering
Committee for the Society of Practitioners of Health Impact Assessment (SO-PHIA), on the Board of Directors for the Atlanta
Chapter of the Congress for the New Urbanism, and as an instructor for the Public Health and Built Environment course
offered jointly through Emory’s Rollins School of Public Health and Georgia Tech’s School of City and Regional Planning.
His areas of expertise are health impact assessment (HIA) and healthy community design. Before joining the GHPC, Jimmy
facilitated collaboration between a local public health department and community stakeholders as HIA Coordinator in
Nashville. He also worked as a Research Fellow at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in the Division of
Nutrition, Physical Activity and Obesity focusing specifically on HIA and physical activity promotion through environmental
interventions. Jimmy holds a Master of Public Health degree and Bachelor of Science from Emory University, as well as a
Master of Urban Planning from the University of Louisville.

For more information on HIA and the New Jersey Health Impact Collaborative,
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Donna Drewes – Donna Drewes is the Co-Director of the Sustainability Institute at The College of New Jersey and co-

creator of the Sustainable JerseyTM municipal certification program. Ms. Drewes is a professional planner with nearly
30 years’ experience in sustainable development and natural resource management planning. She has worked as a
professional planning consultant in the private sector and for both public agencies and non-governmental organizations.
Her experience includes extensive work in the development of regional watershed plans, community sustainability
planning, as well as rural and environmental resource management issues. Since 2004, Ms. Drewes has been with the
Municipal Land Use Center at The College of New Jersey. She holds a B.S. in Soil Science from Rutgers University and a
M.S. in City and Regional Planning from Rutgers University.

Michael Fromosky – Michael Fromosky is dedicated to public service, and is currently the Assistant Business Administrator

with Little Egg Harbor Township of Ocean County, New Jersey. Prior to coming to Little Egg Harbor in 2012 he served with
the New Jersey State Police for 27 years. He retired with the rank of Lieutenant as a Station Commander where he was
used as a trouble shooter to improve operations at several stations. Mike earned his Associates Degree in Criminal Justice
at Ocean County College and transferred to Stockton State College where he studied Political Science before entering the
State Police. He has extensive training in a vast variety of areas and is a Certified Police Instructor and Certified Flood Plain
Manager. Mike and his wife of 29 years are active volunteers in the community that they live and work in, but their favorite
pastime is spending time with their grandson Mason.

Charles Latini PP AICP – Charles is a NJ professional planner in private practice and President of the New Jersey

Chapter of the American Planning Association. An APA-NJ member since 1998, Charles is a Principal in L&G Planning
(Latini and Gleitz) of West Trenton, NJ. His firm offers diverse services and is involved in projects related to redevelopment,
master planning, urban design, neighborhood revitalization, affordable housing and public policy. With more than 14
years of planning and economic development experience in municipal and state government, as well as in the private
sector, Charles’ work centers on creating sustainable communities through physical design. He has worked on a number
of policy initiatives aimed at advancing the state’s fiscal and environmental health through such mechanisms as the State
Plan, as well as legislation and programs tied to land use and transportation. Employing a design-rich focus aimed at
community education through master and redevelopment planning, his notable accomplishments include advancement
of the Harrison Waterfront Redevelopment Plan, Franklin Township Housing Authority’s redevelopment, implementation
of the Shabakunk Creek flood control and water quality project in Ewing, and an award-winning form-based TOD plan for
the Town of Dover.
Charles joined the APA-NJ Executive Board in 2004 as the Professional Development Officer. As APA-NJ President, he aims
to provide the planning community with the tools necessary to be more assertive and pragmatic, thus more relevant in
New Jersey’s community and economic growth decision-making processes. Charles is a graduate of Rutgers University.

Rick Lear – Rick is the Director of Parks and Recreation for Middlesex County and is currently also serving as the county’s
Interim Department Head for Infrastructure Management. Rick started his tenure with Middlesex County in 2006 as
a Park Naturalist, was promoted to Division Head for the Office of Parks and Recreation in 2011 and began his tenure
as Director in January 2015. Rick is currently responsible for management of 7,000 acres of conservation areas and
preserves throughout the County. He oversaw the creation of the Middlesex County Conservation Corps, which offers paid
positions for high school and college students who are supported by volunteers, in 2006 to help meet the stewardship
needs of the County’s Open Space program.

For more information on HIA and the New Jersey Health Impact Collaborative,
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Robert Laumbach MD, MPH, CIH – Robert Laumbach is an Associate Professor of Environmental and Occupational

Medicine at Rutgers-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School and a practicing physician. He is both a board-certified Family
Physician and Occupational and Environmental Medicine Physician with a research program focused on cumulative
impacts of chemical and nonchemical stressors of health in communities in New Jersey with a focus on how multiple
environmental stressors, including air pollution and climate change, interact to have cumulative effects on human health
and wellbeing. Rob’s work includes understanding the effects of diesel exhaust and other air pollutants on pulmonary and
cardiovascular disease through community-based participatory research, controlled exposure studies, and semi-controlled
“real-world” environmental exposure studies. Additionally, Rob’s work studies the interactive effects of exposure to multiple
air pollutants and psychosocial stressors, and their cumulative impact on urban disparities in asthma, heart disease
and cancer. Robert is currently leading an EPA STAR project with the Ironbound Community Corporation to evaluate the
combined effects of traffic-related air pollution and psychosocial stress on childhood asthma in Newark and Elizabeth, two
NJ communities directly impacted by diesel truck traffic related to the Port of Newark and Elizabeth. The overall goal is to
apply scientific principles and methods to improve environmental health for residents in vulnerable, underserved, urban
communities. He has worked closely with community and environmental justice groups to educate members of these
communities and to seek solutions to environmental health problems.
Rob serves on the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Science Advisory Board and Clean Air Council, and
he is interested in learning how to comprehensively assess the impacts of transportation and energy systems on human
health in order to improve health outcomes.

Tefera Gezmu , Ph.d. – Tefera Gezmu is an Epidemiologist and Assistant Professor at the Edward J. Bloustein School of

Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey. He holds a Doctor of Philosophy in Epidemiology
(PhD), a Masters of Public Health (MPH) as well as undergraduate degrees in Chemistry/Biochemistry and Mathematics.
He completed his doctoral training in epidemiology at Rutgers-School of Public health where his research focused on
measures of health inequalities based on registry data analysis, particularly concentrating on racial/ethnic as well as
gender variations in risk factors for cardiovascular and metabolic diseases; particularly on stroke risk factors, treatment
and outcome in a multiethnic cohort within New Jersey. His current projects include the evaluation of several state health
department run programs related to maternal child health/pregnancy outcomes, and mental health issues associated
with disasters like superstorms. He also conducts research on (1) assessing variation in population health focusing on
rapidly growing racial/ethnic minorities in the US, (2) interdisciplinary research aimed at risk-reduction and prevention of
cardiovascular diseases from a population-based perspective; and (3) investigating global public health issues from the
context of emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases; as well as examining the intersection between culture and health/
public policy and the role culture plays in human health and behavior. Additionally, he collaborates with physicians from
the New Jersey Neuroscience Institute at the John F. Kennedy medical center examining state level hospital certification
programs in stroke care and quality of care measures as determined by the Brain Attack Coalition. Additionally, he is
involved in several studies focusing on disparity and health inequity studies. He was recently chosen to be a member of a
Working Group in the Northeast Cerebrovascular Disease Consortium (NECC).
Dr. Gezmu has also worked on several different human health issues including the implementation and evaluation of
a public health program that aimed to reduce the transmission of blood borne pathogens (HIV and Hepatitis C) among
intravenous drug users (IDUs) and commercial sex workers within New Jersey and the surrounding areas. In addition to
his research, Dr. Gezmu teaches the introductory epidemiology course at both the graduate and undergraduate levels and
has also taught courses on research methods in public health, emerging/re-emerging infectious diseases, and culture &
health at Rutgers University. He has working and applied research experience in Global Public Health and the emergence/
re-emergence of infectious diseases. He has helped establish international service learning and study abroad Global Public
Health programs in countries like Nicaragua, Cuba and the Dominican Republic. Dr. Gezmu has served as a consultant and
board member for not-for-profit organizations. He also served as the President of the New Jersey Public Health Association
(NJPHA) in 2013 and currently serves the organizations’ immediate past president. He is a member of the Governing
Council for the American Public Health Association (APHA) and a member of the Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER).
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Jeanne Herb – Jeanne Herb is the Associate Director of the Environmental Analysis and Communications Group at the

Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers University where she oversees projects related to
environmental policy, healthy communities and sustainability.
Jeanne’s projects include analyzing public policy outcomes of Hurricane Sandy, providing support to a diverse range
of community and state level recovery and policy efforts post-Hurricane Sandy, developing sustainability, vulnerability,
and resiliency planning guidance for communities in New Jersey and New York, assessing effective online strategies
and mapping of environmental health data to support community level planning and decision-making in New Jersey,
and engaging stakeholders and state level policy makers to support efforts in the Mid-Atlantic for coordinated coastal
and ocean planning. She serves as a facilitator of the New Jersey Health Impact Collaborative and is involved in healthy
communities and Health Impact Assessment projects throughout the state. Additionally, she is a co-facilitator of the New
Jersey Climate Adaptation Alliance (http://njadapt.rutgers.edu)
Jeanne worked more than 20 years for the State of New Jersey, most recently as the Assistant Commissioner of Policy,
Planning and Science for the Department of Environmental Protection. She oversaw the agency’s science support
programs including work related to environmental health and implementation of the federal Environmental Public Health
Tracking Program. She oversaw multidisciplinary efforts related to Environmental Justice, climate change mitigation
and adaptation policy, smart growth including state planning efforts, coastal management and environmental aspects
of statewide energy policy. Jeanne was the founding director of the New Jersey Office of Pollution Prevention and has
worked closely with statewide coalitions to craft statutes and regulations related to industrial toxics, climate change, and
protection of the New Jersey Highlands.

David Kutner PP AICP – David Kutner is the Recovery Planning Manager for New Jersey Future, a nonprofit,

nonpartisan organization that brings together concerned citizens and leaders to promote responsible land-use policies.
As a recovery planning manager, David is responsible for outreach and assistance to municipalities responding to the
effects of Superstorm Sandy. He is a licensed professional planner with over 25 years of land use and environmental
planning experience. He has worked as a planning consultant and held positions in local, county, and state planning
agencies in New Jersey, Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and Florida. David’s work has included master planning;
community design; neighborhood planning; downtown redevelopment planning; economic development; and natural
resource protection and open space/recreation planning. He has extensive experience in project management and
facilitation, specializing in citizen participation, community interaction and project negotiation.

Amber Lenhart – Amber Lenhart is an associate with the Health Impact Project, a collaboration of the Robert Wood

Johnson Foundation and The Pew Charitable Trusts. She joined the project in 2013, after completing her master’s degree
in public health at the University of Washington.
While working toward the degree, Ms. Lenhart worked as a research assistant at the University of Washington where she
designed and carried out a community-based research project to characterize potential health impacts of a proposed
Superfund site cleanup plan on urban subsistence fishers near the Duwamish River in Seattle. She was also awarded a field
placement by the Northwest Center for Public Health Practice for her practicum work developing an online questionnaire
to gain a broader understanding of Northwest tribal communities’ actions, knowledge, and beliefs concerning indoor air
quality and woodstove use.
In addition to a master’s degree, Ms. Lenhart holds a bachelor’s degree in biological sciences from Central Washington
University and a bachelor’s degree in anthropology from the University of Washington.
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Mary E. O’Dowd MPH – Mary O’Dowd has been serving as the New Jersey Health Commissioner since April 2011. As

Commissioner, she oversees a staff of more than 1,200 and a budget of $1.9 billion. Commissioner O’Dowd is entrusted by
Governor Christie to protect the public’s health, promote healthy communities and continue to improve the quality of health care in
New Jersey.
The Commissioner has focused on three priority areas: building healthier communities, raising awareness about end-of-life
care planning and working smarter.
She has worked to ensure residents have access to health care to lead healthier lives. Under O’Dowd’s leadership, the
Department has invested funding to support the health care safety net—more than $1 billion is provided each year to New
Jersey hospitals and the state’s Federally Qualified Health Centers to care for the uninsured and underinsured.
Recognizing the importance of giving children a healthy start in life, Commissioner O’Dowd has led an expansion of the Newborn
Screening program and an initiative to increase breastfeeding rates in New Jersey. Under her leadership, New Jersey was the first
state to implement pulse oximetry screening to improve early detection of critical congenital heart defects. Additionally, she expanded
newborn testing from 54 to 60 genetic and metabolic disorders. To increase breastfeeding rates, the Department has supported
maternity hospitals to implement the Baby Friendly Hospitals Initiative, a World Health Organization (WHO) and United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) program that encourages and recognizes hospitals that promote and support breastfeeding. Four New Jersey
hospitals have achieved this designation since the initiative began and several more have made significant improvements.
During her time as Commissioner, O’Dowd has worked to generate greater discussion around end-of-life care planning.
She has convened roundtable discussions with health providers, authored articles and visited facilities to raise awareness
around this issue. In collaboration with the New Jersey Hospital Association, O’Dowd implemented the Practitioner Orders
for Life-Sustaining Treatment—or POLST form. This form empowers individuals to work with their physician or advance
practice nurse to document preferences for medical care at the end of life.
In the area of working smarter through creative partnerships, the Commissioner has worked to achieve measurable
results in promoting organ, tissue and blood donations in the state. By collaborating closely with advocates and the Motor
Vehicle Commission to increase the number of registered organ donors—there has been a 13 percent increase statewide.
Through a partnership with some of the state’s leading corporations, as co-chair of the Workplace Blood Donor Coalition,
Commissioner O’Dowd is working to reduce the state’s chronic blood shortage. A targeted 2012 summer campaign resulted
in an 11 percent increase in units of blood collected. To build on this success, the Department has partnered with the
2014 New York/New Jersey Super Bowl Host Committee to conduct a campaign called the Super Community Blood Drive.
As Commissioner, she led the Department’s response and recovery efforts to Hurricane Irene and Superstorm Sandy—
working closely with healthcare facilities, emergency responders and public health partners before, during, and after the
storms to ensure they had the resources needed to care for residents.
During her time at the Department, she coordinated the state’s response to the emergence of a novel flu virus and worked
closely with the state’s healthcare leaders and local public health officials to control the spread of H1N1 and support a
successful vaccination program across the New Jersey.
The Commissioner has received numerous awards for her efforts to improve health outcomes in the state. The March of Dimes
presented Commissioner O’Dowd with the FDR visionary award for outstanding leadership and support of the March of Dimes and
its mission. O’Dowd was honored by the AARP for promoting high quality health care and programs that support independence,
dignity and choice for all seniors. The New Jersey Primary Care Association has recognized her leadership in women’s health care
and as a champion for community health centers. New Jersey YMCA Alliance presented Commissioner O’Dowd with the “Spirit of
the YMCA” award for her efforts on the Department’s Shaping NJ initiative, which is the State Partnership for Nutrition, Physical
Activity and Obesity Prevention. O’Dowd is routinely ranked as one of NJ Biz’s most powerful people in New Jersey Health Care.
Prior to becoming Commissioner, she served as Deputy Commissioner for a year and as Chief of Staff for two years. Before
joining the Department, Ms. O’Dowd managed Revenue Cycle Operations for the Emergency Department at NYU Medical
Center. Additionally, she worked as a Legislative Aide for the NJ General Assembly on education and healthcare issues,
and as Assistant Vice President of Legislation and Policy with the New Jersey Hospital Association.
Commissioner O’Dowd is a graduate of Douglass College, Rutgers University, holds a Master in Public Health from Columbia
University and completed a fellowship in hospital finance at NYU Medical Center. She currently serves on the board for the
Institute for Women’s Leadership at Rutgers University.
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Karen Lowrie Phd – Karen Lowrie is an Associate Director for the Environmental Analysis and Communication Group at

the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers University. Karen has conducted research, outreach
and education in the fields of urban land use, risk analysis and communication and environmental health. Among many
grant-funded projects, she studied health needs in the Elizabethport neighborhood of Elizabeth, NJ and helped to create a
new pediatric asthma case management program to address a critical health need. She also assisted in building capacity
for neighborhood revitalization in the distressed West End neighborhood of Plainfield, including supporting the creation of
a new community organization and leading the development of a revitalization action plan. Most recently, Karen co-lead a
study evaluating user preferences and reactions to a new online tool for mapping environmental health data, and she will
be co-leading two rapid Health Impact Assessments in New Jersey in 2014.
Karen received her PH.D in urban planning and has taught college classes in environmental planning, transportation
security, urban poverty, and also supervised the public health intern program for one year. Dr. Lowrie has published
dozens of articles in peer-reviewed journals, a book chapter, and authored many research reports.

Nancy L. Mangieri , DNP, C-PHFP, CPM – Nancy Mangieri is the Director /Health Officer for the Bergen County Department of

Health Services and Vice President of the New Jersey Association of County and City Health Officials. She earned her Doctor of Nursing
degree from UMDNJ , Newark, New Jersey and her RN from Phillips Beth Israel Medical Center School of Nursing /Hunter College, New
York City, New York. Nancy also holds a graduate degree in Nurse Education from UMDNJ/Ramapo College. She completed a Certificate
in Public Health Fundamentals and Principals, through the post graduate program at the University of Albany School of Public Health.
Experienced as a Senior Public Health Nurse working in the Communicable Disease Division in Bergen County , New Jersey she also
served as the Bergen County Epidemiologist during the H1N1 pandemic. Dr. Mangieri returned to Bergen County after working as an
Army Public Health Nurse serving the Corp of Cadets and community at West Point, New York. She holds RN licensure in New York and
New Jersey. She is trained in Advanced Forensic Investigation, Team STEPPS, a Master Trainer for Stanford University Chronic Disease
Self Management and attended the Department of Homeland Security FEMA Health Care Leadership Course, Anniston Alabama.
Rounding out her interest in all forms of healing Dr. Mangieri is a Massage therapist and trained in Eastern Holistic Healing. Nancy has
completed the Certified Public Manager (CPM) program , a nationally recognized, comprehensive training and development program
for public sector managers at all levels of state and local government. She holds a certificate from National Training Institute for Child
Care Health Consultants from University of North Carolina. She is an appointment member of the Bergen County Human Services
Advisory Committee, serves as a member of the New Jersey Association of City and County Health Officers (NJACCHO) Executive
Committee and represents the County on Together New Jersey. Dr. Mangieri has recently completed the NACCHO Survive & Thrive
Program , a yearlong fellowship for health officials across the nation. Dr. Mangieri attended the CDC Orientation for new Health Officials
in Atlanta ,Georgia 2014. She is currently attending the Naval Post Graduate School in pursuit of a Masters in Homeland Security.

Sharon Z. Roerty AICP/PP – Sharon Roerty is a Senior Program Officer at the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation where her work

focuses on children and obesity, and making the connections between health and other sectors including: urban design, infrastructure,
transportation, housing, and environmental policies and investments. Previously, Roerty was executive director of the National Center
for Bicycling & Walking, an RWJF program, and was director of the Active Living Resource Center. In these capacities, she was a principal
spokesperson on national transportation and related issues and focused on environmental, transportation, and land use planning,
and on building public capacity for change.
For several years, Sharon managed the multibillion dollar capital improvement program for the North Jersey Transportation Planning
Authority. She also developed and directed New Jersey’s Pedestrian and Bicycle Resource Center at the Voorhees Transportation
Center. As a principal planner and project manager for several environmental management firms, she oversaw regional environmental
growth and impact studies for land development projects in New Jersey and New York.
Roerty was appointed to the Federal Safe Routes to School Task Force by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation. She
was a member of the America Bikes Board of Directors, SRTS National Review Group, and was a review committee member for the
USDOT Pedestrian Safety Program Strategic Plan. She is currently serving on the Regional Plan Association’s Committee to create a
long-range strategic plan for the New York metropolitan region. She has been a long-time member of the NJ Council of Physical Fitness
and Sports. Roerty earned her BS in environmental science from Stockton State College; a Master’s degree in City and Regional
Planning from Rutgers University; and was a Leadership NJ Fellow (2004).
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Denise V. Rodgers MD FAAFP – Denise Rodgers is Vice Chancellor for Interprofessional Programs at Rutgers Biomedical and Health

Sciences. She was also named the Hunterdon Chair in Interprofessional Education at Rutgers-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School
where she is a professor in the Department of Family Medicine and Community Health. Dr. Rodgers was also named the founding
director of the Rutgers Urban Health and Wellness Institute on July 1, 2013. Prior to these appointments, Dr. Rodgers served as the
fifth and final president of the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ) from January 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013.
From April 2006 to June 2013, Dr. Rodgers led UMDNJ’s academic and clinical operations as Executive Vice President. She served as
UMDNJ Chief of Staff from 2005 to 2006. From 1997 to 2005, Dr. Rodgers was Senior Associate Dean for Community Health at the
UMDNJ- Robert Wood Johnson Medical School.
Prior to joining UMDNJ, Dr. Rodgers was professor and vice chair in the University of California, San Francisco Department of Family
and Community Medicine and director of the San Francisco General Hospital Family Medicine Residency Program. She also served as
Family Medicine Chief of Service at SFGH. From 1994 to 1996 she served as Chief of Staff of San Francisco General Hospital.
Dr. Rodgers received a Bachelor of Arts in psychobiology from Oberlin College and graduated from Michigan State University College of
Human Medicine. She is an inductee into the MSU College of Human Medicine Chapter of the Alpha Omega Alpha national medical honor
society. She completed her family medicine training in the Residency Program in Social Medicine at Montefiore Medical Center in the Bronx.
Dr. Rodgers is board certified in family medicine and is a diplomate of the American Academy of Family Physicians. She maintains her
clinical practice at the Eric B. Chandler Health Center.

Jennifer Senick, MA PhD – Jennifer Senick is Executive Director of the Rutgers University Center for Green Buildings. She oversees
a variety of grant-funded research on topics in applied green building including the intersection of green building and public health.

The Center recently completed a 3-year community based collaborative research study supported by the HUD’s (US Housing & Urban
Development) Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control which focused on improving building operations, design and occupant
behaviors toward better indoor air quality and occupant health outcomes for lowest income vulnerable residents of the South Bronx.
Jennifer is a frequent speaker and has produced numerous articles and papers on sustainable development and green
building, specializing in Building Performance Evaluation and Occupancy Survey research. She serves as the editorial
board member of Brownfield Renewal, as an Advisor to the New Jersey Chapter of the US Green Building Council, cochair of the Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA) Sustainable Planning Design and Behavior Network, and
project leader of the DOE Energy Efficiency Building Hub (EEB) Greater Philadelphia project for Codes and Standards.
Jennifer was trained in Political Science, Economics and Public Policy from Bowdoin College, the University of California,
Los Angeles and the Rand Corporation (AB, MA). She is currently a PhD Candidate at the Bloustein School.

Kathy Smith, MA, CHES – Kathy Smith is the Program Officer at Partners for Health Foundation, a funder focused on

partnering to build better, healthier communities in northern New Jersey. Kathy currently serves as the Board President
of America Walks and as a member of the Montclair Pedestrian Safety Committee. She also participates on the Advisory
Committee for the New Jersey Health Impact Collaborative.
Prior to joining the Foundation staff, Kathy was the Co-Director of the Montclair Public Schools Health and Wellness
Partnership. Since 2011, she has been a Co-Organizer of TEDx Montclair.
Kathy holds a BS in Economics from Rutgers University and a MA in Community Health Education from Montclair State
University.
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Caleb D. Stratton – Caleb Stratton is a Principal Planner and Resiliency Task Force Coordinator for the City of Hoboken,
NJ. His work focuses on projects associated with long range planning, climate adaptation and hazard mitigation. He holds
a Master of Science in Sustainability, with a concentration in Architecture from the Bernard & Anne Spitzer School at the
City College of New York.

Leigh Ann Von Hagen AICP/PP – Leigh Ann VonHagen is a Senior Research Specialist at the Alan M. Voorhees

Transportation Center at the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers University. Leigh Ann is a
licensed professional planner, both nationally and in New Jersey. Leigh Ann manages the NJ Department of Transportation’s
Safe Routes to School Resource Center which specializes in initiatives that address pedestrian and bicycle access and
safety through research, training, education, community engagement, and dissemination of information about best
practices in policy and design. She was instrumental in launching several statewide health initiatives including Safe Routes
to School, Sustainable Jersey, Mayors Wellness Campaign, and Shaping NJ. Through these and similar initiatives, Leigh
Ann has been a leader in bringing health considerations into non-health sector decisions. Her goal is to help make the
healthy choice the easy choice through changes to the built environment and by creating a culture of healthy, active living.
For over fifteen years, Leigh Ann’s work has focused on addressing health and socio-economic disparities by developing sustainable
transportation and land use solutions for communities. As a veteran bicycle and pedestrian planner, she is a leader in creating
multi-disciplined approaches to environmental and policy change through community-based initiatives and partnership building.
Leigh Ann also worked for several private engineering firms on a variety of comprehensive planning projects and as a risk
communication researcher for the Center for Environmental Communication and the NJ Department of Environmental Protection.
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